Hello everyone. The bushfire horror in Victoria hasched many of us and
our thoughts are with those who have lost so midtte staff at Sharing

Places have collected money to assist in the psecbé veterinary supplies
for the Victorians and we are having a hot dog alayp March to raise money
for the support effort.

Sharing Places welcomes three new participantghfat stage). We have
started a new group in premises just around theecdrom Pearce Commu-

nity Centre which LEAD have kindly leased to ustiluour new premises at
Weston (old Weston Primary School) are ready wimay take 12 months.
Our thanks to LEAD for assisting Sharing Placesuntime of need!

The Committee of Management has endorsed a newgearent structure for
Sharing Places. | will remain as Executive Directhustyn McDonald will
take on the position of Director Service OperatioMdary-Ann Kal will be

Manager Participants and Programs and Kaz Kaczmailelbecome Man-

ager Human Resources and Staff Training. Thisallidw for more effective
professional support for staff in all areas.

Leadership, best practice and management in #eesaf human resources,
staff professional development, participant proggamd outcomes are essen-
tial to the development, implementation and evabmabf high quality ser-
vice. This is only achievable if everything is ftioaing effectively and effi-
ciently at senior management level. The servicegnas/n considerably and
compliance measures, reporting, OHS, risk managemssnes and much
more has placed a great deal of pressure on thizsemnd staff, and strong
leadership and quality management was in dangeeiafy compromised. The
new structure is designed to be proactive, decreakeand keep Sharing
Places moving forward in achieving Sharing Placessovi and Service Char-
ter Goals.

Sharing Places is reviewing it’s vision and serwbarter and will be asking
participants’ families and guardians for input.

Cheers
Sue Healy
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As you can see by the photos, Weston group is taking shape and looking great. While the main room is being fitted
out at the old Weston Creek Primary School, in the meantime Sharing Places have leased a building From LEAD
which is an old depot at Kemsley Place in Pearce. This will be a good place to get the group established. A profes-
sional cleaner came in and did an excellent job of polishing the floor and getting rid of all the cobwebs. In the next
week or so the new group should be in full swing, offering a lot of innovative, creative and quality inclusive programs.
If any groups have any spare pictures or paintings that would add colour to the walls please contact me. Cheers,
Rob Pott (Weston PO).

€% 2008 was another successful year for the Christmas Card Fundraiser, with nearly $4000 being raised. Thank 0
:} you to everyone who helped out by manning stalls/shops and selling the cards to family and friends. Many e
== thanks also go to the main organisers, Christine Smith and Mary Walker (with Mary producing the lovely artwork =&
¢« for the cards). Christine and Mary contributed much time and effort into the fundraiser and, although the fund- ;&

g’i raiser was successful, these two ladies nearly wore themselves out! There is a need in 2009 for many more .{i
% helpers to help out with such activities as: &
") o
& &
€% - manning the stalls for selling the cards at various venues around the ACT in the few months leading up to %
z} Christmas (usually on weekends); ::..
“g: - assisting to set up and/or pack up for those stalls; *g:
¢ t

% - manning the Christmas cards shops when Sharing Places is rostered on (usually during the week); 0"
I ©
e:‘:_ - monitoring supplies and delivering cards to the Christmas Cards shops in Civic and in Tuggeranong; and {‘L
I ©
ci: - bundling up packs of cards for distribution to parents/carers and for selling in the card shops and stalls at e‘;':
& markets etc; 0"
I ¢
o i
% Inafew months, Sharing Places will be calling for volunteers to assist with the Christmas Card Fundraiser for :3-
=+ 2009 and, unless helpers are identified, the fundraiser won’t be going ahead this year. If the work is shared, it o~
¢¢ should be a small amount of time and effort for each person. The funds raised go directly to purchasing oy
e’i aids/equipment for the people we support and, in the past, this has included change tables, hoists, a pool chair, {:‘:
& meywalkers and communication aids. o~
I ¢
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¢
¢¢ Volunteering your time for one or more of the tasks above will ensure that the fundraiser will go ahead for 2009 ¢
% so please give it some thought and consider volunteering some time when the call for volunteers is extended in ¥

o e
¥ the future. o
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Please note

Melba and Higgins groups will be having their Paren ts Information Evening at Sharing
Places Higgins on Wednesday 18th March at 7pm.

ALL WELCOME.
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Please do not forget that we are shut down .
for the week of March 9 —-13. - \ﬁ
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The team at Wanniassa have recently celebrated the construction of a brand new outdoor area complete with a per-
gola, a concrete slab, and fantastic looking (and feeling) synthetic grass that will never need mowing or watering!
Sharing Places would like to thank the ACT Government for their generous support in enabling this project to hap-
pen. Sharing Places is also grateful to Brian Kent and the team in the Community Facilities Branch (Department of
Disability, Housing and Community Services) for the efficient way they carried out this project.

While this project was taking place on one side of the yard, another project was underway on the other side and
thanks also go to Tom Seselja who kindly relocated a load of woodchips so that grass could be laid. These two pro-
jects have made the yard at Wanniassa one that is safe and welcoming for clients of Sharing Places.

The horrible events in Victoria have had an immacteveryone in different ways. It has been amatngatch Australia come
together and support the families involved in tinest Sharing Places has started doing its smetlt@aard fundraising for the
bushfire appeal.

There are vets in Victoria donating their servittekelp the local injured pets and wild life butemnary supplies keep running
out. An envelope is being passed around SharingeRle raise money to buy much need veterinarylmsgpihat we will send
down with one of the many organisations takingdteek food etc down to the areas that need it.

Some of our groups have also organised a hot daglto raise money for the Bush Fire Appeal. Eveeyis welcome, the
more the merrier!
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